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Trg course on post-harvest

mgmt of cane inaugurated

PROMEER MEWS SERWVICEm LLCKNOW

F\'rr:r year a revenue loss
sranging from T 3000- 5000
crone is ipcurred at the nation-
al level due o post-harvest Joss-
€6 In sUgarcane from its har-
vesting in the fleld to its
crushing in the sugar mills, said
Dr GB Singh, former DG,
UPCAR, Government of UR
and lormer DDG, ICAR, New
elhi

A model training course
sponsored by the Ministry for
Agriculiure and Cooperation,
Governmen! of India, New
Delhi, on the "Posi-harvest
management of sugarcane and
value addition” was inaugurat-
ed by Dr GB Singh at the [ISR
here on Friday.

Dr Singh said that the har-
vesting and crushing schedule
af sugarcane should be fine-
i to reduce this loas 1o the
minimum. Dr Singh stressed
the need for increasing sucrose
content in sugarcane stalks as
the prime researchable area in
the near future,

He appreciated the efforis
of the ISR in developing a
post-harvest management
module 1o reduce the sugar
TECOVETY loss o a great extent
in sub-tropical India.

In his keynote lecture on
post-harvest technology and
management, Dr 5 Solomon,
[Hrector, ISR, highlighted the
technological options for
reducing !gl.‘ post-harvest boss
€5 In sugarcane in sub-tropical
[mdia.

Dir Solomon sabd that due
to poorly-managed post-har
vest activities the country
incurred post-harvest losses
worth ¥ 50,000 crore in food-
grain crops and €16,000 crore
iN SUZATCANE EVETY Year
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As per an estimate, a tran
sit loss of 1.0- 1.5 units in sugar
recovery during the harvesting
of cane in the field to its orush-
ing in the mills occurs, espe-
clally in north India, which
reduces the pmiuclmn O SuRgEar
by & to @ lakh tonnes in Uttar
Pradesh alone.

He said that in order to
increase sugar production in
UP the most viable solution
was to check post-harvest loss-
ex In sugarcane at least by 50
per cent which may lead to an
increase in recovery ranging
from 0.5 to 0.75 units.

He said that it wag more
practical to enhance sugar pro
duction in UP keeping in mind
the fact that the area under sug-
arcane would stagnate at 20-25
lakh hectares in the coming

years and the cane yield stag-
nation would be around &0
tonnes per hectare.

In this context the 1SR is
ready to extend all possible
I:chnﬂqutua! support to the
sugar industry of UP for cur-
tailing the post-harvest losses.

Dr AK 5ah, Senior
schentist, said that the techno-
logical options available with
the IISR such as chemical spray
tn standing and cut cane, agro-
NOMIC And Management prac-
tices o enhance sucrose con-
tent in cane stalk, reducin
invertase sugar in mature
cane etc could be adopted by
the sugar industry to earn
additional revenue worth Bs
S00-1800. crore every vear
through 3-6 lakh tonnes of
€XIra Sugar

The course coordinator of
the model training course and
head, Plant Physiology, Dr A
Chandra, said that the tech-
nology developed by 115R for
vilue- added products like
OFRAnIc jaggery, granular jag-
gery, candy, chocolates, sugar
syrup, etc would provide
enough opportunities o farm-
ers, entreprencurs and indus-
iy to carn extra income in case
of surplus sugarcane.

In this eight-day-long
model training course.30 sug
arcanc experts from different
states of the country like
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,

+ Ltarakhand, Bihar and Orissa

are participating to learn about
the recent advanges in post-
harvest technologies in sugar-
cane.
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